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sake of beauty, and yet this is something 
that is little understood. As a rule we 
have to have an excuse for securing a 
piece of sculpture — it must be a monu- 
ment or a memorial. There must be an 
excuse for a park, financial or humani- 
tarian. Tenement improvement is classed 
generally with philanthropy. A rebuke 
to this is given by Miss Larsen in the 
words of an old German who was asked 
if he would not find it more profitable to 
raise cabbages than roses. "Cabbages!" 
he exclaimed, "Man lifs not by bread 
alone — nor by cabbages. Ve must also 
something for the eyes have — : and for the 
soul." 

NOTES 

the amuse- The Drama Committee 
. mentsitua- of the Twentieth Cen- 
tion in boston tury Club of Boston 
recently made a study of 
the theaters and moving picture shows of 
that city for a period of ten weeks, the 
report of which has now been published 
in pamphlet form. This study was under- 
taken with the purpose of discovering 
what sort of entertainment is presented 
the citizens of an American city in the 
midwinter season, and to prove, or dis- 
prove, the criticisms made against the 
theater and more especially against the 
moving picture shows. The investigation 
was apparently thoughtful, searching; and 
exhaustive, and the facts gathered may 
well be pondered by those who concern 
themselves with the public good. Reme- 
dies are not suggested, but the case is laid 
plainly before the public, by whom de- 
ductions can be made. The statistics in 
this ten-week review have been compiled 
in three tables — the first showing the 
attractions playing at the eight principal 
theaters, at the theaters running stock 
companies, and the Grand Opera House; 
the second set of two tables giving statis- 
tics in regard to theaters and moving 
picture shows other than those holding 
theatrical license; and the third giving 
a general summary roughly classifying 
plays and attendance. Several points of 
special significance set forth in these 
tables are well commented upon in the 



text. For example, it is said, "The over- 
whelming preponderance of cheaper and 
less desirable form of entertainment is to 
be noted. Yet these theaters evidently 
appeal more and more strongly to their 
habitues. The great growth of new houses 
of this type indicates not only a rapidly 
increasing following but also a tremen- 
dous and growing tendency toward a 
lower and less desirable form of recrea- 
tive amusement. This tendency is to be 
seriously condemned. It is also to be 
regarded with something of alarm, since 
a constant attendance upon such forms 
of entertainment — if long persisted in — 
can not but make the spectator less able 
to enjoy genuine dramatic art, or any 
other serious and profitable amusement. 
The fact, also, that a large proportion of 
the entertainments in even the first-class 
theaters is of a strikingly vulgar charac- 
ter, approaching burlesque or vaudeville 
(as are most of the so-called musical come- 
dies of the day), indicates that the theater, 
potentially a tremendous educative force, 
has, under present conditions, so degen- 
erated that it is actively exercising art" 
equally tremendous and widespread influ- 
ence in lowering public standards of 
morality and decreasing the average of 
efficiency of the individual citizen." 

This report, furthermore, calls special 
attention to the moving picture shows, 
which in Boston already have a seating 
capacity of over four hundred thousand 
persons weekly, noting the unsanitary 
and unsafe buildings wherein they are 
now set forth, as well as the inadequacy 
of police regulation for both moral and 
physical safety. Lastly, the question of 
censorship is taken up, together with the 
present state of dramatic criticism, which, 
in the daily press, seems to be fast bound 
by commercial interests — the advertiser 
rather than the public being given first 
consideration. The charge brought 
against the Boston papers has aroused 
considerable comment and not a little re- 
sentment, but it is a well-known fact, 
whether it be true in Boston or not, that 
the "freedom of the press" has been re- 
duced to an absurdity by dominant com- 
mercialism. The situation is, without 
doubt, grave, but that inquiry is being 
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made into it after such manner indicates 
betterment. Persons desiring copies of 
this report should communicate with Mr. 
Frank C. Brown, chairman of the Drama 
Committee, the Twentieth Century Club, 
9 Joy Street, Boston. 

art in the The Art League of the 
schools Public Education Asso- 
ciation of New York 
has, for the past few years, been conduct- 
ing lecture courses at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art for the benefit of its 
members and of the art teachers of the 
public schools of the city. A further step 
in the correlation of the Museum and the 
schools is the series of six illustrated 
lectures to pupils of the high schools that 
is being given in the Museum, under the 
auspices of the Art League, by Dr. James 
Parton Haney, Director of Art in the 
High Schools. These lessons outline the 
method of approach to the study of pic- 
tures, of sculpture, of architecture, of de- 
sign, of ceramics, and of furniture. 

As an incentive to the study of the 
Museum, pictures are to be awarded as 
prizes for the best compositions written 
by the pupils as a result of these lessons. 
The pupils are asked to submit, within 
three weeks after each lecture, a written 
composition or essay upon some one of 
the Museum's exhibits in the department 
under discussion. The compositions are 
not intended to be repetitions of the lec- 
ture, but the description of some object 
selected by each individual student. A 
committee will pass upon the compositions 
and will select the prize pictures. These 
large framed pictures are to become the 
property of the school in which the win- 
ner is a student. 

A gift of six pictures was recently 
offered through the Art League for the 
decoration of "the most dreary school in 
the city." There were many applicants 
for this unenviable distinction, and after 
much discussion the Executive Committee 
decided that Public School No. 108, in 
Mott Street, answered this description. 
When the donor, Mrs. Ernesto Fabbri, 
visited the school she increased her gift 
to fourteen pictures. These large, col- 
ored, German lithographs have been 



framed and will soon be hung in the 
school where they will brighten the dreary 
walls and bring pleasure to both pupils 
and teachers. 

In many classrooms bookcases or closets 
occupy a large part of the wall space 
and it is not feasible to hang pictures 
above them. The tops of these book- 
cases, however, are well adapted to dis- 
play large casts. Heretofore it has been 
impossible to secure plaster casts of the 
work of American sculptors, but, with the 
generous co-operation of Mr. Eli Harvey, 
the Art League is now having reproduc- 
tions made of that artist's "Jaguar Ram- 
pant," which was exhibited at the Louisi- 
ana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis, in 
1904. 

One of these casts, an illustration of 
which is given on another page, would be 
an appropriate gift to any school from 
its graduating class. These casts are 
twenty-seven inches long and weigh about 
thirty pounds. They will be ready for 
delivery about May 15th, and can be 
secured at cost price, namely, ten dollars 
($10), by communicating with the Chair- 
man of the Art League, Miss Florence N. 
Levy, at 215 West 57th Street, New 
York City. 

municipal The Municipal Art 
art league League of Chicago, of 
op Chicago which Mr. Ralph Clark- 
son is president, and 
Mr. James William Pattison secretary, is 
a wide-awake, progressive organization, 
not only exerting effort along the usual 
prescribed lines, but initiating new proj- 
ects. It was this League that organized 
and carried out, last summer, a sculpture 
exhibition in the open air at Garfield Park 
in order to demonstrate to the public the 
desirability of beautifying public places, 
combining in an artistic manner sculpture 
and landscape. This exhibition was com- 
posed chiefly of the works of Chicago 
sculptors, but it is the purpose of the 
Municipal League to hold similar exhi- 
bitions later that will include works from 
all over the country. Within the past 
year this organization has done much 
toward abating the billboard and smoke 
nuisances, and toward promoting the reali- 



